Halt Ordered in Feud 
OfGonzatez, Sprague 
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sinations Committee staff cut, has 
told chief counsel Richard Sprague to 
work with the man appointed by 
Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez to re- 
place him, and has persuaded Gonza- 
lez not to press efforts to fire Sprague. 

Wright (D-Tex) said in an interview 
that both Gonzalez and Sprague have 
to yield if the impasse is to be solved 
and the investigation is to be sal- 
vaged. 

“In this instance, I’m ‘Marrying 
Sam’ conducting a shotgun wedding 
but neither party wants to get mar- 
ried. It’s a little hard when you have 
to hold the shotgun on both of them,” 
he said. 

Wright said he met yesterday with 
Sprague and the man Gonzalez ap- 
pointed to succeed him, Kenneth Broo- 
uii, to try to reconcile the differences 
that have immobilized the committee 

I for weeks. 

He said he told Sprague to start 
working with Brooten; told Brooten to 
evaluate the staff spending and report 
to results; told Sprague, to cut the 
staff; and told the two to find a way to 
get the telephones back in service, 
with the calls charged to his office 
temporarily. Gonzalez had cut off the 
staff’s telephones. 

There was no clarification of the 
status of Brooten in relation to 
Sprague. Brooten was a staff member 
under Sprague until Gonzalez tried to 
fire Sprague and replace him with 
Brooten. 

Gonalez (D-Tex) fired Sprague, two 
weeks ago, saying Sprague had 
usurped power and openly defied him. 
Sprague remained on the job on 
orders from file other 11 committee 
members, however. 

Since the attempted firing, Gonzalez 
and Sprague haven’t spoken to each 
other. 

The committee was established last 
fall to investigate the killings of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

Its temporary funds — covering 
only 65 percent of the salaries of its 73 
staff members, who as a result have 


Committee sources said that 
Sprague agreed to cut to about $3 mil- j 
litm the $6.5 million budget he mice 
said was the minimum figure for the 
first year of title committee’s probes. 

Hie House Administration Com- 
mittee has suspended payment of sal- 
aries and other expenses to the com- 
mittee temporarily, Wright said 
today, until it is assured that they 
total no more than the monthly limit i 
of $84,000. | 

Right now, Wright said in the inter- 
view, the salary expenses alone for 
the staff exceed $82,000. He said he 

does not care who is taken off the pay- 
roll, but he told Sprague to draw up a 
list of those who had to go to reduce 
salairy expenses “by a substantial 
amount.” 


